
Toward the end of each year the world’s largest children’s 

Christmas project, Operation Christmas Child, sends shoeboxes 

filled with goodies to children in war-torn countries, developing 

countries and refugee camps. For many of the children this will be 

the only Christmas present they get.  

Last year 678,942 shoeboxes were sent from the UK to 13 countries 

in Africa, Central Asia, Eastern Europe and the Middle East - 246 of those boxes came 

from our community. 

 

To tell you more about this year’s project there will be a short presentation given by 

our OCC Coordinator, Roy Sainsbury on Sunday 9th September during our meeting 

at 10.30am.  

If you are interested in donating a shoebox, there will be plenty of literature available 

to help you understand what is required, and to assist you in choosing  the essential 

and recommended items for certain age groups etc. 

 

Wickford Christian Centre is acting as a collection point again this year.  

The drop off times will be 10.00am to 2.00pm on Saturday 10th November, also from 

Monday 12th November until Saturday 17th November. 

- if you are able to volunteer at our collection station please let Roy or Suzanne 

know. 

 

If you don’t have the time to go shopping yourself, you can pay OCC to put a box 

together on your behalf for £20. For more information visit: 

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 

 

On Sunday 18th November at our Wickford Connections meeting, part of the meeting 

will be dedicated to praying for the safe delivery of your gifts and a blessing on the 

children who will receive them. 
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Bible Verse 
Hebrews 11:8 

By faith Abraham, 

when called to go 

to a place he 

would later receive 

as his inheritance, 

obeyed and went, 

even though he 

did not know 

where he was 

going. 

From October onwards, the Wickford Christian Centre Newsletters will be 

available quarterly. 



Craylands Connections 

Congo Corner 

 Events  
Sunday 2nd September 

5.00pm - 6.30pm 

 

 

Sunday 9th &16th Sept. 

5.00pm - 6.30pm 

 

 

Sunday 30th September 

10.30am - 11.45am 

For further details of our schedule and events please pick up a Calendar from the foyer, alternatively visit our 

website:  www.wickfordchurch.org.uk 

YOUTH CONNECTIONS  

For ages 11-16 years.  

Live, Laugh, Learn! 

 

CONNECTIONS  All are 

welcome. Café style, 

meeting with refreshments 

 

FAMILY SERVICE  

Engaging all ages in 

worship together. 

Learn more about Carol and Ginny’s work in the Congo by 

visiting their Facebook page:  Search for Carol & Ginny - Congo 

Carol and Ginny will be staying in the UK for another month or 

so. They are planning a short visit to Wickford at the beginning 

of September and will be leading our Prayer Meeting on 

Wednesday 5th at 7.30pm.  

Join us as we connect with the community at 

Craylands. Be ready to share your experience of 

God’s love and listen to other’s stories at the Beech 

Community Hub, 5pm on the following dates: 

Sunday 2nd September 

Sunday 9th September 

Sunday 16th September 

Sunday 23rd september 

- the Hub is located in Austen Road, Basildon                               

(next to the shops) 

In response to feedback from many in the church congregation, Pastor Alan and the Elders have agreed to make 

the following changes to our schedule. These changes will be valid from 1st September 2018: 

 

Communion 

We shall increase the regularity of sharing Communion together. As well as the 1st Sunday, Communion will also 

be shared on the 3rd Sunday of each month. 

 

Wickford Connections 

We shall obviously continue holding our Youth Connections meeting on the 1st Sunday of the month. Wickord 

Connections however will increase to two meetings per month, on the 2nd and 3rd Sunday at 5pm. 

 

Children’s Clubs 

Tuesdays Tinymites club and Friday’s Dynamites club will join together and be relaunched in September.  

The club will meet on Tuesdays at 4.30pm for children aged 3-11 

We are certain that the children will benefit from being in a larger group for team games and some activities, 

but now that we have additional learning space in the log cabin, we are better equipped to split into smaller 

groups for age appropriate bible exploration.  

Changes to Schedule 

Basildon Emergency Night Shelter Presentation 

On Wednesday 19th September at 7.30pm, WCC are hosting a presentation on behalf of the churches  of 

Wickford. It’s an opportunity to discover how, during the winter months, the churches of Basildon run their 

Emergency Night Shelter, providing food and a place to sleep  for those in our community who are homeless.  

Please come along to learn how to pray for the project, also to consider other ways of supporting the project. 


